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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
As I write this, it is hard to believe our season has come to an end. Although
it was definitely a very different year, I think you would agree that we made
the most of it. I would first and foremost like to thank all of you that not only
made this season possible but made it one of our most financially successful
seasons. Although we were not able to meet as one large group, our dedicated
table leaders kept workshops going throughout the season by having small weekly workshops
at the Shed or in their homes. It was through this effort that we were able to create the
wonderful works of art that we were able to sell at both our Holiday and Spring Sales. A big
thank you and congratulations to all of you that participated and made this possible. And a
special thank you to our Workshop Chair, Becky Miller, that oversaw the coordination of the
weekly workshops and making sure the table leaders had the supplies they needed. I am
honored to be a part of this amazing group!
For those of you that were not able to join us this season, you were missed and we look
forward to seeing you next season when hopefully things will be back to normal. In the
meantime, I would like to look back and share a few highlights of this season. We started off
the season with two very successful outdoor holiday sales at St Mark’s Episcopal Church. It
was our first time holding an event of this size outdoors but we were blessed with beautiful
weather and we had a good turnout resulting in higher sales than we could have ever imagined.
A small group of members also participated in the Treasures in the Trunk sales held at the San
Marco Catholic Church one Saturday in November and one Saturday in February. We were
successful in selling items at these sales and it also gave us an opportunity to promote our
larger Holiday and Spring Sale events. We also had members that sold items from workshops
to friends and neighbors during the season as well as holding private fund raisers, all of which
contributed to our financial success this season.
As you may recall, our season last year ended abruptly with the cancellation of our annual
show and celebration luncheon. We were forced to conduct the rest of our business such as
election of officers virtually. Since we didn’t have an in person annual meeting we were never
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able to formally thank those that had worked so hard
during that season. At our February meeting, the Board of
Directors officially recognized and thanked Karen Caster
for serving as President for the two years prior. Karen
was presented with a gift of a Junonia and special sea
urchin for her collection.
Unfortunately, we were once again not able to hold our
annual Shell Show as planned but instead we held a twoday Spring Sale at the New Life Community Church.
Again like the Holiday sales, we held the event outdoors
to give everyone a safer environment. And once again,
we were blessed with beautiful weather and good
attendance. The new venue gave us more room to spread
out and have more items for sale. The result was
fantastic, and even beat the sales from our Holiday sales.
Thank you to everyone, including the husbands of some of our members that help with setup
and teardown, without all your efforts events like this would not be possible.

Thank you to all our paid members that recently participated in our Virtual Annual Meeting
and voted to approve the budget for next season and the slate of officers presented by the
Nomination Committee. Congratulations to Jackie Lynch who was elected to serve another
two-year term as Vice President and Judy Arnold who was elected to serve another two-year
term as Recording Secretary.
I would like to also take this opportunity to thank the members of our Board of Directors that
worked very hard this season during a very challenging time to make sure that our club not
only survived but thrived. The Board has already met and started the planning process for
next season and hopefully the long awaited 40th Shell Show and celebration.
I would like to wish each of you and your families a safe and happy summer and I look
forward to seeing you in the fall when we are slated to start our next season with weekly
workshops beginning Friday, October 29th at St. Mark’s Episcopal Church. The calendar for
next season has already been posted on the website. Please be sure to check the website for
updates throughout the summer. Let’s all pray for an end to the pandemic and a normal season
next year.
Respectfully yours,

Cindy Wesolowski The SeaShell

President
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VICE PRESIDENT AND SEMINAR CHAIR

Hello Shell Club Friends:
I would like to take this time to thank some people for their support at my Decorator D
table this past Shell Club season. We did very well during a tough year. My table was
very short-staffed as many others were. Back in November I ran the Aversana private
fundraiser. Sandy Fansler was instrumental in helping me prepare for this big task.
Additionally, whether we were working in the Shell Shed or working from home,
Sandy was churning out beautiful shell art for our sales. Sandy's husband, David, cut
wooden forms for our table with newly purchased wood and donated them to The
Shell Club.
Kim Peet was making special trips to and from Shell Shed so that she could pick up
and paint the items needed for our table.
It looks like the Aversana private fundraiser will happen again in the fall. In addition, a
friend, Leslie Gayner, who works very closely with Sharon Ott, owner of Brambles
Tea Room and Gift Shop, has put together an arrangement for possible purchases
from Shell Club so that our items will be for sale at her store on Fifth Avenue in
Downtown Naples.
The support of others (even outside of our Shell Club), who appreciate what we do
and want to contribute has been amazing! Our Shell Club has been around for a long
time. The experienced shell artists make the Shell Club what it is today and I am so
very proud to be part of it!
Have a wonderful summer everyone!

Jackie Lynch –
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WORKSHOP 2020-2021
The 20-21 March Island Shell Club Season was different but it was a great
success. Most table leaders met with their table members at the Shell Shed.
Some met at home, some worked on projects at home, and everyone created
great Shell Art.
The 2 day Spring Shell Art Sale was a huge success. The setting, New Life
Community Church, was wonderful. The weather was perfect and the crowd
was steady and excited. It was great to catch up with club members who were working and
also those who stopped by to shop. The Raffle was a big hit. Several Club members were
winners.
There were many new projects on each table. Joan and Dot at the decorator table offered
the cutest porcupines. They also created some impressive table centerpieces. M,W,F table
focused on wreaths. Stemmed flowers table decorated cigar boxes with exotic shells. Flower
table made beautiful large pink flowers. Minis, as usual, had a variety of wee flower
decorated stuff. They also had some great cards. Critters rocked dinosaurs, unicorns, pigs,
and the new pelican. Jackie’s tissue boxes are always a hit. Jewelry displayed beautiful
barrettes among necklaces, bracelets, and earrings. Holiday table was overflowing with
ornaments. We have lots left over and a good start on the Holiday Sale.
A big thank you shout out to everyone who worked and helped out at the Sale. The cashiers
and wrappers/baggers were very busy. Helping at the Sale is a fun time. Be sure to volunteer
for the next one.
So the end of the 20-21 Season is here. Hoping that next season we can meet in person and
create new and interesting Shell Art. Watch your newsletter to find out what’s happening and
how next season will unfold.
Wishing you a great spring and summer. Stay healthy and be a friend to all--------------

Becky Miller – Workshop Chair
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PUBLICITY
Please enjoy photos of the recent Shell Art Sale above provided by Becky. We
wish you all a great summer. Looking forward to seeing you this fall.

John Tunnell– Publicity Chair

2020-2021 OFFICERS AND CHAIR
Officers

Chairs

President......................... Cindy Wesolowski
Vice President................. Jacqueline Lynch
Recording Secretary........ Judy Arnold
Corresponding Sec.......... Karen Caster
Treasurer......................... Christine Bergquist

Shell Show..................... Jae Kellogg
Membership....................
Scholarship..................... Paulette Carabelli
Education/Excursions..... Sandy Fansler
Publicity.......................... John Tunnell
Website …………………. Joan Robbins
Seminar.......................... Jacqueline Lynch
Workshop....................... Becky Miller

Address all correspondence to:
Marco Island Shell Club, Inc.
P. O. Box 633
Marco island, FL 34146
www.marcoshellclub.com

The SeaShell

To contact officers and chairs by email,
use information@marcoshellclub.com
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